
 
Inland Empire Health Programs 2024 

 
The Inland Empire/Desert Community Colleges have focused on the development and expansion of health 
programs to meet industry workforce needs and provide career pathways for high wage jobs. Regional 
collaboration using data driven, innovative strategies have made the IED focus on meeting employer’s needs, 
leveraging funding, and sharing resources to provide opportunities to our communities.  
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IEDRC Program Development 2018-2024 
College  Program  Year C, NC, CE 
Barstow Emergency Medical Technician 2021 C 
Chaffey Physical Therapy Assistant AS 2024 C 
Chaffey RN to BSN CSUSB CEP 2023 C 
Chaffey Social Service Assistant 2021 C 
Chaffey Home Health Aide 2022 NC 
Chaffey Certified Nursing Assistant 2022 NC 
Chaffey CNA Dual Enrollment  2022 NC 
Chaffey Community Caregiver Certificate 2020 C 
Chaffey Caregiving Essentials Certificate  2020 C 
Chaffey Community Health Worker I and II 2021 C 
Chaffey Public Health ADT 2020 C 

COD Paramedic 2024 C 
COD Nutrition and Dietetics AS-T 2024 C 
COD Physical Therapy Assistant AS 2023 C 
COD Pharmacy Technician 2022 C 

COD (PACE) Medical Assisting Customized for CDCR 2024 CE 
COD (PACE) Registered Behavioral Technician 2023 CE 
COD (PACE) Central Sterile Processing  2021 CE 
COD (PACE) EKG Technician 2018 CE 
COD (PACE) Medical Administrative Assistant with Billing and Coding 2019 CE 

COD CHW: Children and Families Certificate of Achievement  2021 C 
Crafton Hills Respiratory Care BS 2024 C 
Crafton Hills Phlebotomy Technician 2023 CE 
Crafton Hills Certified Nursing Assistant 2022 NC 
Crafton Hills Home Health Aide 2022 NC 
Crafton Hills Acute Care Nursing Assistant 2022 NC 

MSJC Radiology Technician 2024 C 
MSJC Medical Assisting  2019 C 
MSJC CNA Dual Enrollment  2019 C 
MSJC Home Health Aide 2022 C 

PV Phlebotomy -Needles campus 2023 C 
PV Registered Nursing  2022 C 
PV Home Health Aide 2022 C 
PV Dual Enrollment CNA Program 2019 C 

RCC Anesthesia Technician AS 2024 C 
RCC  Dual Enrollment CNA Program 2018 C 
RCC Home Health Aide 2022 C 
RCC E-learning Online Certified Nursing Assistant  2021 C 
RCC RN to BSN CSUSB/CSUF CEP 2018 C 
RCC Acute Care Nursing Assistant 2021 C 
RCC CDCR LVN to RN Apprenticeship 2018 C 
RCC CDCR Pre-Apprenticeship 2023 C 
RCC CNA to LVN Apprenticeship 2022 C 
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College  Program started Year C, NC, CE 
RCC Dept of Labor Nursing Expansion 2023 C 
RCC Non-Nursing Healthcare Professional to RN 2024 C 
RCC CCAP RN Pathway 2018 C 
RCC RCC-CBU LVN to BSN 2024 C 
RCC RCC-CBU ADN to MSN 2024 C 
RCC LEAD Program for the Preparation of New Faculty 2023 C 

SBCCD/EDCT Registered Behavioral Technician 2024 C 
SBVC RN to BSN CSUSB CEP 2022 C 
SBVC LVN to RN Apprenticeship 2020 C 
SBVC Pharmacy Technician to Pharmacist Ph.D 2021 C 
VVC Home Health Aide 2024 C 
VVC Respiratory Care BS 2024 C 
VVC CNA dual enrollment program 2022 C 
VVC CHW Apprenticeship 2021 CE 

 
ADN Curriculum Conference 2024 Success! 

 
Sixty-nine full-time nursing faculty from the IED Community Colleges attended the annual ADN Curriculum 
Conference at the J.W. Marriott in Palm Springs May 2-3. This event kicked off with guest speaker Ryan 
Jenkins, Bestselling Author and Speaker with “Connectable: How to Strengthen Team Connection in the New 
Era of Work” (Ryan.jenkins.com). This 90-minute presentation was a great start to the next two days of 
curriculum review. Ryan emphasized the importance of social connection not only in a social context but in a 
work environment. “Isolation and disconnection make your team 7X more likely to be disengaged, 5X more 
likely to miss work, 3X more likely to underperform, and 3X more likely to quit, in addition, the single greatest 
predictor of human health and happiness is the quality of our social interactions” (Jenkins, 2024). Day two 
began with an eye-opening presentation on Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Nursing Education by Aleesa Kittrell 
(NurseTim). The message to educators was that AI is a powerful tool that can provide benefits in nursing 
education. Examples include creating low-stakes test questions, case studies, worksheets, discussion board 
prompts, reflection questions, simulation scenarios, lesson plans, study guides, rubrics, outcomes, and more. AI 
is beneficial for educators, but also for students. AI can assist in understanding concepts, increasing student 
engagement, adaptability to students for learning, and clarifying concepts. Nursing programs were able to 
review, create, and align curriculum, lesson plans, SLOs, ACEN requirements, rubrics, and more. 
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AI in Education 
Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a hot topic in educational settings. There are those that view AI 
skeptically, sometimes prohibiting the use of AI, and other educators that are embracing it. It is suggested that 
college districts, and/or programs discuss AI use and develop policies outlining the use of AI by teachers and 
students as well as rubrics for student assignments if AI is to be used. Prior to this though, a thorough 
assessment of AI products and uses should be performed. Grammarly and Turnitin are two Generative AI 
products that have been used in education for many years. What are the new products, what are they capable of, 
what are their limitations and benefits, and how can you best encourage use within the guidelines that your 
college sets? For more, read “How AI can humanize the teaching experience at universities” by David Wiley, 
Edscoop, Higher Education: https://edscoop.com/ai-universities-humanize-instruction-2024/ 

 
Health Regional Advisories 

August 12, 2024 3-5pm Psych Tech RSVP 

November 18, 2024 3-5pm Pharmacy Tech TBA 
 
 

All advisories are on Zoom and open to all college faculty, staff, students, and industry partners, contact 
wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu if you wish to participate on a planning committee, or register above. 

 

 

Professional Development 
IEDRC: Wendy is contact for these events: wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu 

 
 

Date Title Speaker Hours Location Discipline 
6/25-26 Certified Nurse Educator 

2-Day Prep Course 
NurseTim 

ONE SPOT 
OPEN 

8am-
4:30pm 

Best Western 
Plus Rancho 
Cucamonga 

ADN 
Faculty  

9/19, 
9/20, 
10/25, 
10/26 

New Educator Bootcamp 
 

Sandy Baker 
Wendy Deras 

8am-
4:30pm 

Temecula 
Creek Inn 

Allied 
Health 

and 
Nursing  

10/4 
Note 
Date 

change 

Making it Happen: 
Enhancing Education 

Through Everyday 
Technology 

Michele Deck 8-330 SBCCD 
Del Rosa, SB 

Allied 
Health 

and 
Nursing  

 

Additional Events (Wendy is not the contact) 
Date Title Website Location Discipline 

6/7-6/8 CNA Educators 
Conference 

https://www.naeducators.
org/ 

 

Embassy Suites 
Hilton LA 

Airport South 

Certified Nursing Assistant 
(Home Health Aide, Acute 

Care Nursing Assistant) 
6/6-12 ASHP Pharmacy Futures 

2024 Conference 
https://www.ashp.org/me

etings-and-
conferences/pharmacy-

futures 
 

Portland OR Pharmacy Tech 

6/6-8 2024 Annual Pharmacy 
Technician Conference 

https://www.pharmacyte
chnician.com/2024-

convention/ 
 

Omaha 
Nebraska 

Pharmacy Tech 

https://edscoop.com/ai-universities-humanize-instruction-2024/
https://forms.gle/Lo4rXp4r5VRW3Wu17
mailto:wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu
https://www.naeducators.org/
https://www.naeducators.org/
https://www.ashp.org/meetings-and-conferences/pharmacy-futures
https://www.ashp.org/meetings-and-conferences/pharmacy-futures
https://www.ashp.org/meetings-and-conferences/pharmacy-futures
https://www.ashp.org/meetings-and-conferences/pharmacy-futures
https://www.pharmacytechnician.com/2024-convention/
https://www.pharmacytechnician.com/2024-convention/
https://www.pharmacytechnician.com/2024-convention/


 

IEDRC Health Sector 
June 2024 

7/14-
7/17 

California Association of 
Health Facilities (CAHF) 

Summer Conference 

https://www.hisummits.c
om/california_summit_2

024 
 

Universal City, 
CA 

LTC, SNF, CNA, 
Gerontology, Geriatric 

Nursing 
7/23 Healthcare Innovative 

Summit Series California 
Summit 

https://www.hisummits.c
om/california_summit_2

024 
 

San Diego, CA All staff 

9/18-
9/20 

NLN Educational Summit https://summit.nln.org/Sc
hedule#1602534197 

 

San Antonio, 
TX 

ADN 

9/21-22 California Physical 
Therapy Association 

https://www.ccapta.org/ 
 

San Francisco, 
CA 

PT, PTA 

10/23-
25 

COADN Fall Conference https://coadn.org/events/s
pring-2024-coadn-

conference 
 

Universal City, 
CA 

ADN 

10/31-
11/2 

OADN’s 40th Anniversary 
Convention: Bridging the 

past to build the future 

https://oadn.org/news/oa
dn-convention-2024-call-

for-abstracts/ 
 

Tampa, FL ADN 

11/17-
11/20 

California Association of 
Health Facilities (CAHF) 

Annual Convention 

https://www.cahf.org/Ed
ucation-

Events/EventsCalendar 
 

Palm Springs, 
CA 

LTC, SNF, CNA, 
Gerontology, Geriatric 

Nursing 
12/1-
12/5 

Radiology Society of 
North America (RSNA) 

2024 

https://www.adsc.co
m/blog/the-top-

healthcare-events-
conferences-2024 

 

Chicago, IL Rad Tech 

 

Board Meetings 
Date Meeting Info 

8/15-16, 11/21-22 BVNPT Board Meetings https://www.bvnpt.ca.gov/about_us/meetings/index.shtml 
 

6/20, 10/24 BRN Board Committee 
Meeting 

https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml 
 

8/21-22, 10/24, 11/20-21 BRN Board Meetings https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml 
 

9/12 BRN Nursing Education and 
Workforce Advisory 

Committee 

https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml 
 

8/20- 3rd QTR 
10/22-4th QTR 

IACA: Interagency Advisory 
Committee on Apprenticeship 

Healthcare Subcommittee  

https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/DAS_IACAMeetings.html 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hisummits.com/california_summit_2024
https://www.hisummits.com/california_summit_2024
https://www.hisummits.com/california_summit_2024
https://www.hisummits.com/california_summit_2024
https://www.hisummits.com/california_summit_2024
https://www.hisummits.com/california_summit_2024
https://summit.nln.org/Schedule#1602534197
https://summit.nln.org/Schedule#1602534197
https://www.ccapta.org/
https://coadn.org/events/spring-2024-coadn-conference
https://coadn.org/events/spring-2024-coadn-conference
https://coadn.org/events/spring-2024-coadn-conference
https://oadn.org/news/oadn-convention-2024-call-for-abstracts/
https://oadn.org/news/oadn-convention-2024-call-for-abstracts/
https://oadn.org/news/oadn-convention-2024-call-for-abstracts/
https://www.cahf.org/Education-Events/EventsCalendar
https://www.cahf.org/Education-Events/EventsCalendar
https://www.cahf.org/Education-Events/EventsCalendar
https://www.adsc.com/blog/the-top-healthcare-events-conferences-2024
https://www.adsc.com/blog/the-top-healthcare-events-conferences-2024
https://www.adsc.com/blog/the-top-healthcare-events-conferences-2024
https://www.adsc.com/blog/the-top-healthcare-events-conferences-2024
https://www.bvnpt.ca.gov/about_us/meetings/index.shtml
https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml
https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml
https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml
https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/DAS_IACAMeetings.html
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Stay Connected and Updated with Community of Practice Meetings 
 

 Concurrent Enrollment Programs (CEP) ADN to BSN meeting 
2024 Dates: 11am-12pm virtual 

9/9 
Contact Gina Weeks: gina.weeks@rcc.edu 

 
 
 

Regional Health Program QTR Meeting 
2024 Dates: 9am-12pm 

8/7, 11/13 
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/83536297768 

 
 

Inland Empire/Desert Healthcare Employer Consortium (IEHEC) 
For colleges and industry partners to meet and update each other and network 

2024 Dates 11am-1230pm 
5/22,6/19, 8/21, 9/18, 10/16, 11/20 

https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/83536297768 
 

C.N.A Statewide CoP 
2024 Dates: 3pm-4:30pm Virtual 

4th Wednesday of every month Jan - November 
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/84211874013 

 
 

LVN Statewide CoP 
2024 Dates: 3pm-4:00pm virtual 

6/5 
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488 

 
 

Psychiatric Technician CoP 
2024 Dates: 2pm-3pm virtual 

 8/6, 10/8 
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488 

 
 

Pharmacy Technician CoP 
2024 Dates: 3pm-4:00pm virtual 

8/13, 10/17 
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488 

 
 
Community Health Worker (CHW) CoP 

2024 Dates: 1pm-2:00pm virtual 
6/18 

https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488 

mailto:Contact
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/83536297768
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/83536297768
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/84211874013
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488
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College News 
College of the Desert 
 

Hello, my name is Mitzy Hernandez. I have been with the College of the Desert since 
2021 as an adjunct instructor, and I have recently transitioned to a full-time faculty 
position. I was born and raised in the Coachella Valley and attended Coachella Valley 
High School. After high school, I attended the College of the Desert, where I received 
my LVN certificate in 2006. I returned to COD in 2013 to complete my nursing journey 
with our very own RN program. I completed the ADN program at COD in 2015. Later, I 
went on to work in the Neuro/Tele unit at EMC for 5 years. It was at EMC where I 
found my passion for nursing education. As a mentor and working with students on the 
unit, I learned that nursing education is fulfilling as it empowers students to become 
compassionate and competent healthcare professionals, shaping the future of healthcare 
delivery, and thus aspired to be a nursing educator.  
 
 
I came to the desert in 2015 as a brand-new baby nurse 

(from San Francisco!). I've been working as a Registered Nurse for a little over 9 
years, mostly in Critical Care. Prior to becoming a nurse, I was in the education 
field for 8 years, tutoring students from Pre-K to 12th grade in all school subjects. I 
am a major dog lover, food enthusiast and an avid hiker. My lifelong goal is to see 
all 63 National Parks in the US! 
  

 
                Regional Marketing 

 
Updated health posters and brochures: downloadable: 

https://desertcolleges.org/posters-brochures  
 

The Inland Empire/Desert Regional Consortium regularly updates its marketing materials, including brochures and 
posters focused on allied health programs, which are downloadable from our Desert Colleges website. There, you will 
also find helpful resources such as our Ready viewbook, new Explore book, and our Ready Career Education website. 
All of these can prove helpful to prospective and current students.  
 

Contract Education 
Inland Empire Desert Regional Consortium (IEDRC) invests in responsive short-term training to upskill residents and 
invest in local businesses. This year, IEDRC invested $184,000 providing customized skills for participants to 
gain      employment   with   local   businesses.   Programs   included certified nursing assistant, central sterile technician, 
phlebotomy, and gas technician jobs. All programs were designed in collaboration with the businesses to ensure 
participants received job-specific skills to gain employment. Next year, the IEDRC will invest $1M in the region to 
provide customized skills for employment for the community.  There is time to apply for a program for short-
term training…this can be in health or another sector, contact Deanna Kriehbiel at dkrehbiel@sbccd.edu 

https://desertcolleges.org/posters-brochures/
https://desertcolleges.org/posters-brochures/
https://readysetcareer.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/05/Inland-Viewbook_2023_REV3-041023.pdf
https://readysetcareer.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/09/EXPLORE-2023-Interactive.pdf
https://readysetcareer.org/
mailto:dkrehbiel@sbccd.edu
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Apprenticeships in the Inland Empire/Desert Region 
 
Welcome to Spring! The LAUNCH Apprenticeship Network is a registered 
apprenticeship program sponsor intermediary working with community 
colleges in the Inland Empire to expand accessibility to healthcare 
apprenticeship opportunities. We provide technical assistance support to help 
colleges connect students to employers to build the talent pipeline and 
retention within the region. In addition to our existing healthcare occupations 
for Licensed Vocational Nursing and Registered Nursing, LAUNCH is in development to add new occupations 
for Pharmacy Technician, Medical Assistant, and Social and Human Services Assistant. Since inception in 
2019, we have registered 188 apprentices in healthcare in San Bernardino and Riverside counties. In the 
first quarter of 2024, LAUNCH registered 14 new apprentices in healthcare. If you have any questions or are 
interested in learning more about our apprenticeship programs, please reach out to Jessica Munoz at 
jessica@launchapprenticeship.org. Additionally, to celebrate the first-ever National Youth Apprenticeship 
Week May 5-11, 2024, LAUNCH will host an Open House for youth and their parents to learn about 
opportunities and apprenticeship pathways. More information to come. 
 
If you have any news you would like to add to the newsletter as an industry partner or 
educational institution, please email to wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu 

mailto:wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu

