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National Nurse Assistant Month

The Inland Empire/Desert honored National Nurse Assistant Month “June” by this sending their
faculty/directors to two state-wide conferences. On June 7™ and 8™ the California Nurse Assistant Educators
(CNAE) second annual conference was held in El Segundo, CA. Over 75 directors and educators attended this
remarkable event. The event had participants from Michigan, Florida, Texas, Montana, Washington, and
Kansas. The out-of-state participants stated that there are no national or other statewide conferences available.
CA welcomed all attendees and will have a bigger venue for the 2025 conference which is June 6 and 7 in
Santa Clara, CA. Registration is not yet available, however, continue to check the website:
https://www.naeducators.org’/home/2025\

The conference included brainstorming sessions, sharing best practices, and networking. Topics presented, the
conference presented topics included Artificial Intelligence in Education, Can We Do More: Wendy Says We
Can! (how to build successful, innovative pathways for CNAs, Teaching with Impact: Essential Strategies for
CNA Instructors, and From Classroom to Clinicals: How CNA Simulation Stimulate Critical Thinking Skills
and Confidence, Impactful and Interactive Learning. Credentia, LLC (NNAAP) presented updates and reviewed
the state CNA testing process. Two Inland Empire health authors (Brandon Dominguez and Wendy Deras) were
also speakers and gave out free copies of their books.

Thanks to Yuko Kawasaki, Mission College for her efforts in bringing us together and visioning this annual
conference. Yuko and Vicky Castillo (Facets Learning) are collaborating to expand the conference into a
National Conference for CNA educators in the future! Vicky is also leading the initiative to bring about change
to Federal OBRA (87) regulations governing CNA training to update and modernize the law to support
programs and students as there are barriers that exist from this outdated law. Vicky has held several webinars on
this initiative and would share information for future meetings for those who are interested. Good luck Vicky
(v.castillo@facetshc.com).
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Top (left to right): Patricia McBee (MSJC), Natisha Martin (Barstow), Kassandra Wilson (Chaffey College),
Wendy Hermosillo (VVC), George Tiwari (FOHI), Nnennaya Okoronkwo (FOHI), Barbara Jordan (COD)
Bottom (left to right): Amy Cowart (RCC), Brandon Dominguez (RCC), Heather Jasso (CHC), Wendy Deras
(IEDRC), Sarah Fry (COD). Not pictured Holly Waite (Corona Adult School).

The second conference was hosted by the Arthur N. Rupe Foundation. Their foundation supports community
college CNA/HHA programs. The Arthur N. Rupe Foundation invites colleges for a conference to receive
updates about the foundation, regulatory updates directly from the California Department of Public Health
(CDPH) and faculty/directors share best practices and learn new ways of supporting their programs and
students. This was held in Sacramento on June 14,

Top (left to right): Michelle French (COD), Sarah Fry (COD), Wendy Deras, (IEDRC), and Barbara Jordan
(COD).



Health Regional Advisories

August 12, 2024 3-5pm Psych Tech RSVP

November 18, 2024 3-5pm Pharmacy Tech TBA

January 27, 2025 3-4pm Physical Therapy TBA
Assistant

February 10, 2025 3-5pm Perioperative TBA

February 24, 2025 3-5pm Associate Degree of TBA
Nursing

March 3, 2025 3-5pm Nursing Assistant TBA

March 10, 2025 3-5pm Vocational Nursing TBA
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All advisories are on Zoom and open to all college faculty, staff, students, and industry partners, contact
wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu if you wish to participate on a planning committee, or register above.

Professional Development
IEDRC: Wendy is contact for these events: wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu

Date Title Speaker Hours Location Discipline
9/19, New Educator Bootcamp Sandy Baker 8am- Temecula Allied
9/20, Wendy Deras 4:30pm Creek Inn Health
10/25, and
10/26 Nursing
10/4 Making it Happen: Michele Deck 8-330 SBCCD Allied
Note Enhancing Education Del Rosa, SB Health
Date Through Everyday and
change Technology Nursing
Additional Events (Wendy is not the contact)
Date Title Website Location Discipline
7/23 Healthcare Innovative https://www.hisummits.c San Diego, CA All staff
Summit Series California w
Summit T
9/18- NLN Educational Summit | https:/summit.nln.org/Sc | San Antonio, TX ADN
9/20 hedule#1602534197
9/21-22 California Physical https://www.ccapta.org/ | San Francisco, CA PT, PTA
Therapy Association
10/23- | COADN Fall Conference | https://coadn.org/events/s | Universal City, CA ADN
25 pring-2024-coadn-
conference
10/23- | CCCAOE Fall Conference | https://cccaoe.org/even | Palm Springs, CA CTE
25 ts/
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10/31- | OADN’s 40™ Anniversary | https:/oadn.org/news/oa Tampa, FL ADN
11/2 Convention: Bridging the | dn-convention-2024-call-
past to build the future for-gbstracts/
11/17- California Association of | https:/www.cahf.org/Ed | Palm Springs, CA LTC, SNF, CNA,
11/20 Health Facilities (CAHF) ucation- Gerontology, Geriatric
. Events/EventsCalendar .
Annual Convention Nursing
12/1- Radiology Society of https://www.adsc.co Chicago, IL RAD Tech
12/5 North America (RSNA) m/blog/the-top-
2024 healthcare-events-
conferences-2024
Board Meetings
Date Meeting Info
8/15-16, 11/21-22 BVNPT Board Meetings https://www.bvnpt.ca.gov/about_us/meetings/index.shtml
10/24 BRN Board Committee https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml
Meeting
8/21-22,10/24, 11/20-21 BRN Board Meetings https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml
9/12 BRN Nursing Education and https://www.rn.ca.gov/consumers/meetings.shtml
Workforce Advisory
Committee
8/20- 3" QTR IACA: Interagency Advisory https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/DAS _TACAMeetings.html
10/22-4"" QTR Committee on Apprenticeship
Healthcare Subcommittee

Stay Connected and Updated with Community of Practice Meetings

2024 Dates: 11am-12pm virtual

9/9
Contact Gina Weeks: gina.weeks@rcc.edu

2024 Dates: 9am-12pm

8/7,11/13
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/83536297768

For colleges and industry partners to meet and update each other and network

2024 Dates 11am-1230pm

8/21, 9/18, 10/16, 11/20
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/83536297768

2024 Dates: 3pm-4:30pm Virtual

8/14, 9/25, 10/16, 11/20, 12/11
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/84211874013

2024 Dates: 3pm-4:00pm virtual

8/19
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488
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2024 Dates: 2pm-3pm virtual
8/6, 10/8
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488

2024 Dates: 3pm-4:00pm virtual
8/13,10/17
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488

2024 Dates: 1pm-2:00pm virtual
TBD
https://collegeofthedesert-edu.zoom.us/j/9092605488

College News

College of the Desert

Congratulations to COD’s Physical Therapy
Assistant Program! Their first cohort graduated on
5/23/24. The 2" cohort started on 5/28/24 with 25
students. COD gained CAPTE Accreditation as well!

This is a huge accomplishment for the COD service
area. This is the first community college PTA
program in the IED. Much gratitude to the Program
Director Matthew Wilson, Allied Health Director,
Sarah Fry, and Dean Gary Plunkett for making it
happen!

Crafton Hills College

CHC celebrates graduates!

Nursing Services Program

EMT Program (CNA, HHA, ACNA)
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Mt. San Jacinto College

MSIJC has a very successful and well-attended health job and career fair. 125 students, 25 employers
participated, 5 health and wellness classes thanks to MSJC Health and Wellness Pathway Faculty, and overall,
250 attendees attended What a great event Nesha H111 Job Develo er/Placement Coordlnator for MSIC!
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San Bernardino Valley College

Retirement

Congratulations to Yolanda Simental for her retirement from the Director of Nursing /Associate Dean of Allied
Health and Nursing. IED directors bid her farewell at a luncheon to celebrate her 15 years at SBVC. We wish
her well on the next journey into retirement! Yolanda leaves us with this message: “I have been a registered
nurse for 49 years and am a proud SBVC graduate. It has been my honor to be a faculty and administrator at
SBVC, and in coming back “home”, I have been provided the opportunity to give back to the IE community,
faculty and most important our students, whom I cherish the most. Thank you, Colleagues, for your unending
support and friendship!
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K-12 News
Fontana High School

Fontana High School Nursing Assistant students celebrated nurses at their clinical site. The post-acute center
was grateful for the recognition and the students and FOHI are grateful for the relationship that prepares these
students for a career in healthcare. George Tiwari, instructor and Nnennaya Okoronkwo, program director
encouraged students to be creative. FOHI presented staff with ice cream!
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Regional Marketing

Updated health posters and brochures: downloadable:
https://desertcolleges.org/posters-brochures

The Inland Empire/Desert Regional Consortium regularly updates its marketing materials, including brochures and
posters focused on allied health programs, which are downloadable from our Desert Colleges website. There, you will
also find helpful resources such as our Ready viewbook, new Explore book, and our Ready Career Education website.
All of these can prove helpful to prospective and current students.
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Contract Education

Inland Empire Desert Regional Consortium (IEDRC) investsin responsive short-term training to upskill residents and
invest in local businesses. This year, IEDRC invested $184,000 providing customized skills for participants to
gainemployment with local businesses. Programs included certified nursing assistant, central sterile technician,
phlebotomy, and gas technician jobs. All programswere designed in collaboration with the businesses to ensure
participants received job-specific skills to gain employment. Next year, the [EDRC will invest $1M in the region to
provide customized skills for employment for the community. There is time to apply for a program for short-
term training...this can be in health or another sector, contact Deanna Kriehbiel at dkrehbiel@sbccd.edu

CCLAUNCH

Apprenticeships in the Inland Empire/Desert Region

Welcome to Spring! The LAUNCH Apprenticeship Network is a registered
apprenticeship program sponsor intermediary working with community
colleges in the Inland Empire to expand accessibility to healthcare
apprenticeship opportunities. We provide technical assistance support to help
colleges connect students to employers to build the talent pipeline and
retention within the region. In addition to our existing healthcare occupations
for Licensed Vocational Nursing and Registered Nursing, LAUNCH is in development to add new occupations
for Pharmacy Technician, Medical Assistant, and Social and Human Services Assistant. Since its inception in
2019, we have registered 188 apprentices in healthcare in San Bernardino and Riverside counties. In the
first quarter of 2024, LAUNCH registered 14 new apprentices in healthcare. If you have any questions or are
interested in learning more about our apprenticeship programs, please reach out to Jessica Munoz at
jessica@launchapprenticeship.org. Additionally, to celebrate the first-ever National Youth Apprenticeship
Week May 5-11, 2024, LAUNCH will host an Open House for youth and their parents to learn about
opportunities and apprenticeship pathways. More information to come.

If you have any news you would like to add to the newsletter as an industry partner or
educational institution, please email to wederas@collegeofthedesert.edu
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